
 

Medical Care Advisory Committee  

Minutes of July 16, 2020  
 

Participants  
Committee Members (via phone)  
Dr. William Cosgrove (Chair), Jessie Mandle (Vice Chair) Jenifer Lloyd, Christine Evans, Muris Prses on behalf of Dale Ownby, Brian 
Monsen, Adam Cohen, Stephanie Burdick, Mark Brasher, Michael Hales, Pete Ziegler, Gina Tuttle, Mike Jensen, and Mary Kuzel 
 
 

Committee Members Absent  
Sara Carbajal-Salisbury, Dr. Robert Baird, and Joey Hanna 
 

DOH Staff (via phone) 
Nate Checketts, Emma Chacon, Tonya Hales, Eric Grant, Brian Roach, Jeff Nelson, Michelle Smith, Jennifer Meyer-Smart, Craig 
Devashrayee, John Curless, Matt Ohrenberger, Kevin Bagley, Krisann Bacon, Greg Trollan, Dave Lewis, Kim Michelson, Sheila Walsh-
McDonald, Todd Neff, Summer Bammes, Sharon Steigerwalt, and Dorrie Reese. 
 

 

Guest (via phone) 
Allison Hefferman, Andrew Riggle, Audrey Wood, Becky Gonzales, David Spatafore, Destiny Rockwood, Jeannie Edens, Jennifer 
Marchant, Joni Nebeker, Julie Ewing, Kory Holdaway, Mark Ward, Matt Hansen, Rylee Curtis, Sherri Wittwer, and Stacy Stanford. 
 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Adam Cohen made the motion to approve the June 18, 2020 MCAC minutes.  Brian Monsen seconded that motion.  The group 
unanimously agreed.   

 
MCAC Committee Vice Chair Nominations – Dr. Cosgrove: 
Dr. Cosgrove announced that Jessie Mandle will be taking over as the new Chair at the August meeting for the next two-years.  We 
need to nominate someone to replace her as the Vice Chair for the next two-years.  is the vice chair commits to attending MCAC 
meetings and stepping in when needed. In addition, the vice chair serves on the Executive Committee which meets monthly .  MCAC 
members may nominate  themselves or one of their peers. Please send nominations to Sharon within the next three weeks.   
 
 

Budget Recommendations Priority Voting Discussion: 
Dr. Cosgrove opened up the discussion for the budget recommendations on the list.  The intent is to vote now and we will report the 
recommendation results at the end of the meeting. 
 
Emma Chacon reminded everyone that this is the beginning of our budget process. The Medical Care Advisory Committee makes 
recommendations to the Division. The Division will submit recommendations to the Department. UDOH will send recommendations 
to the Governor’s office Then, we all wait anxiously for the Governor’s budget in and the Legislative process.  We will take these 
recommendations into consideration as we are going through our discussions.  
 
Questions: 
Jesse Mandle asked for an update on the restoration of funding in several areas Jesse Mandle asked for an update on Medicaid 
funding that was swept during the Special Session, and what the plans are to restore money that was allocated during the 2020 
Session or where the Medicaid savings that might go towards these issues that have been allocated.   
 



 
Emma Chacon stated that she did not have an update on that specific issue. Emma indicated that the Division was in the process of 
evaluating special session budget actions to determine next steps.  For those funds that were not cut, the Division still has very 
specific deadlines in statute waivers to CMS to implement certain programs and/or services. 
 
The document which was presented is embedded in this document. 

Building Block MCAC 
Presentations June 18    
 
 

New Rulemakings Information Rules/SPAs – Craig Devashrayee: 
Craig Devashrayee discussed Rules/SPAs. 
• R382-10-22: Public Health Emergency Provisions (Emergency Rule) 
• R414-1C: Coronavirus Public Health Emergency Period (Emergency Rule) 
• R414-303-13: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Testing Coverage (Emergency Rule) 
• R414-304-17: Public Health Emergency Income Provisions (Emergency Rule) 
• R414-308-11: Public Health Emergency Provisions (Emergency Rule) 
• R414-311-7: Public Health Emergency Provisions (Emergency Rule) 
• R414-312-7: Public Health Emergency Provisions (Emergency Rule) 
• R414-320-17: Public Health Provisions (Emergency Rule) 
• R414-502-3: Approval of Level of Care (Emergency Rule) 
• R414-510-2: Definitions (Emergency Rule) 
• 20-0005-UT State Audits in Nursing Facilities 
 
The documents which were presented are embedded in this document 

MCAC Rule Summary 
7-16-20.pdf

MCAC SPA Summary 
7-16-20.pdf  

 
 

Eligibility Enrollment Update – Jeff Nelson: 
Jeff Nelson gave an update on the Eligibility Enrollment. 
 
The document which was presented is embedded in this document. 

Medicaid Trends.pdf

 
 
 

Medicaid Expansion Report – Jennifer Meyer-Smart: 
Jennifer Meyer-Smart gave an update on the Medicaid Expansion Report. 
 
The document which was presented is embedded in this document. 

Expansion 
Report_20200710.pdf  
 

CMS and HRSA Updates for Providers – Emma Chacon 
Emma Chacon stated that the Cares Act Provider Relief funds are still available.  Deadline is July 20th.  National Association of Medical 
Directors sent a letter to CMS requesting extension on the deadline.  As of today, there has been no indication that CMS is going to do 



 
that.  Providers can apply at: https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/09/hhs-announces-enhanced-provider-portal-relief-fund-
payments-for-safety-net-hospitals-medicaid-chip-providers.html 
 
HRSA announced that only 15% of Providers have applied for relief funds. 
 

Director’s Report: 
Emma Chacon, Tonya Hales, and Nate Checketts gave updates on Medicaid Expansion, COVID-19, Medicaid’s Outreach, and Special 
Session. 
 
Medicaid Outreach: 
We will have an update at the August meeting.   
 
Special Session: Emma Chacon  
Emma Chacon provided an update on the Special Session.   Reductions were made to funding for Medicaid ACO and CHIP managed 
care rates.   In addition, cuts were also to remove state generals’ funds for Dental Services for the Disabled members.  However, the 
University of Utah, School of Dentistry agreed to step in and provide the State match to maintain services for that population.  This 
will require moving these Medicaid members out of Dental managed care and transitioning them to the SOD statewide network on a 
fee for service basis.  There are several bills that were not defunded and require submission of waiver to CMS. These include SB 38 
that would allow for Medicaid eligibility to be established for incarcerated individuals 30-dayprior to their release.  We are also 
working on the Mental Health IMD Waiver Amendment that will be submitted to CMS by August 1st.   
 
Change in compliance deadline for the HCBS Settings Rule: Tonya Hales 
Tonya Hales stated that yesterday CMS issued guidance to State Medicaid programs regarding compliance with the settings for Home 
and Community Based Services States now have until March 2023 to come into compliance with this rule.  
 

COVID-19: Nate Checketts 

The State extended its contract with Test Utah for an additional period.  We are still working through the RFP for sample collection 
and processing of tests Current contracts may be extended for another 45-days through August 31st.   This will not replace the work 
that has been going on by Intermountain and the University as they test individuals that come into their facilities and their sites.   This 
also will not replace the work of the State labs. The Department is looking very closely at the new Anagen testing that has been 
approved. Result are available within 15-minutes and the cost is lower than the current test we are using.  Unfortunately, it is not 
quite as accurate as the full diagnostic test that we have been using so far, there may be instances where follow-up testing would be 
appropriate Nate also reported that testing numbers are up across the State this month.  There has been a significant increase in 
symptomatic individuals who are going to get tested, and our average number are several thousand higher this month then they were 
the previous month, and positive rates have remained high.  To date hospitals have been able to continue their operations and have 
not reached crisis levels yet, but it is something the State and the hospitals are watching very closely together.   
 
Questions: 
Jennifer Lloyd expressed concern about the accuracy of Test Utah tests and how they compare with Intermountain, University and the 
State Lab. 
 
Nate Checketts provided an update on the state’s analysis regarding this issue, the concerns regarding the lab being used by Test Utah 
and the efforts to address these concerns.  In summary we know that their CLIA Certified lab passed their CAP review and were able 
to answer testing questions. The state will continue to watch any findings that were issued through the CLIA report. 
 
Jessie Mandle asked about news that testing scheduled for “Hot Spot areas” had been canceled.   

Nate Checketts explained Salt Lake County had to recently postpone some testing because they didn’t have the sample kits that they 
needed to do their testing.  However, sample collection kits became available that afternoon and the Department was able to restock 
them.  They continued to test at other venues throughout this period, the issue was addressed. 

Jessie Mandle asked about the change in senior dental.  She thought the University of Utah School of Dentistry was already doing 
senior dental care?  What is the change? How will it affect access? 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/09/hhs-announces-enhanced-provider-portal-relief-fund-payments-for-safety-net-hospitals-medicaid-chip-providers.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/09/hhs-announces-enhanced-provider-portal-relief-fund-payments-for-safety-net-hospitals-medicaid-chip-providers.html


 
Emma Chacon state that the U of U has been providing dental services for Aged Medicaid members.  The University of Utah School of 
Dentistry will begin providing services for Medicaid members who are eligible due to disability or blindness.  This is about 38,000 
members.     

Jessie Mandle asked how this will that effect services in areas outside the Wasatch front where the University of Utah has less of a 
presence? 

Emma Chacon reported that the University of Utah had to develop a Statewide network to provide dental services to the Aged 
Medicaid population.  They will have to further expand their network to assure access to care for disabled members as well.,  

Destiny Rockwood Premier Access asked when this transition will take place. 

Emma Chacon stated that a final effective date will depend on when CMS approves the amendment to the 1115 waiver; however, the 
state is asking for a January 1, implementation date. 

Jessie Mandle states that she heard that Health Clinics of Utah are closing? Are the dental clinics closing as well? 

Emma states that the Ogden and Provo clinics are planning on closing in August.  The Salt Lake Clinic will not close until October 2020.  
The state will work with Premier Access, MCNA and the U of U to transition members to the new service delivery system. 

Nate Checketts stated that closure of the clinics is a result of budget cuts that were taken during the special session. For years, the 
clinics have relied on general fund support from the State budget in order to stay open.  The legislature decided they were no longer 
willing to provide cover the budget deficit for the clinics.   

Jesse Mandle stated that there are clear concerns in the community and on the part of patients regarding these closures.  

Destiny Rockwood: asked if the closures would affect the mobile unit that was running out of Family Dental Plan.  She also asked if 
there are plans to move additional members out of dental managed care. Emma Chacon stated that this could also  impact the mobile 
unit.; however, there are other discussion taking place that we do not have an update on. 

Nate Checketts stated that he believed that is one of the things they are hoping to salvage this reduction possibly contracting with Salt 
Lake School District to provide mobile dental services. 

Emma Chacon stated that far as the Pregnant Women & Children they will remain enrolled in dental managed care. 

 
 

Results of the Budget Recommendations Priority Voting – Sharon Steigerwalt: 
Sharon Steigerwalt gave an update of the budget recommendations priority list based on committee member’s votes.  A few votes 
were received after the meeting yesterday, which has been included in the embedded document. 
 
The document which was presented is embedded in this document 

MCAC FY2022 Budget 
Recommendations Fin    
 
 

Other: 
Jesse Mandle thanked Dr. Cosgrove for his Commitment and Service to the MCAC.  
 
 

Adjourn 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:20 pm.  
 


	Participants
	Committee Members (via phone)

	Guest (via phone)
	Approval of Minutes
	MCAC Committee Vice Chair Nominations – Dr. Cosgrove:
	Budget Recommendations Priority Voting Discussion:
	New Rulemakings Information Rules/SPAs – Craig Devashrayee:
	Eligibility Enrollment Update – Jeff Nelson:
	Medicaid Expansion Report – Jennifer Meyer-Smart:
	CMS and HRSA Updates for Providers – Emma Chacon
	Director’s Report:
	Results of the Budget Recommendations Priority Voting – Sharon Steigerwalt:
	Other:
	Adjourn
	Meeting was adjourned at 3:20 pm.

