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keynote speaker

Jason Hwang
M.D., M.B.A

	 Jason Hwang, M.D., M.B.A. is an internal medicine physician who, together with Professor Clayton M. Christensen 
of Harvard Business School and the late Jerome H. Grossman of Harvard Kennedy School of Government, co-authored 
The Innovator’s Prescription: A Disruptive Solution for Health Care (McGraw-Hill, January 2009), the American College of 
Healthcare Executives 2010 Book of the Year and recipient of the 2011 Health Service Journal Circle Prize for Inspiring 
Innovation. 

	 Dr. Hwang previously co-founded and was the Executive Director of Healthcare at Innosight Institute, a non-profit social 
innovation think tank. He also taught as chief resident and clinical instructor at the University of California, Irvine, where 
he received multiple recognitions for his clinical work. He has also served as a clinician with the Southern California Kaiser 
Permanente Medical Group and the Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Long Beach, California. Dr. Hwang 
received his B.S. and M.D. from the University of Michigan and his M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.

Featured speaker

Gary R. Herbert
Governor of State of Utah

	 Gary Richard Herbert is Utah’s 17th Governor. He took the Oath of Office on August 11, 2009.

	 Governor Herbert is focused on four cornerstones to strengthen Utah’s economy: education, energy, jobs, and 
the ability of the State to solve its own problems. As a result, Utah is a premier destination for business, jobs, and an 
enviable quality of life. Under Governor Herbert’s leadership, Utah has been recognized as the “Best State for Business 
and Careers” by Forbes magazine and the “best State to live in” by GALLUP.COM, among other accolades.

	 The Governor currently serves as the Chair of the Western Governors Association (WGA), on the Executive 
Committee of the National Governors Association (NGA), and on the Education and Workforce Committee of the NGA.

	 Prior to becoming the state’s chief executive, Governor Herbert served as Lieutenant Governor for five years. In 
1990, the Governor was appointed to the Utah County Commission. During his 14 years as county commissioner, he 
served as president of the Utah Association of Counties and the Utah Association of Realtors, and as a board member 
of the Provo Orem Chamber of Commerce and Utah Water Conservancy District.

	 Governor Herbert met his wife, Jeanette Snelson, at Brigham Young University. Shortly after their marriage, the 
Governor joined the Utah National Guard where he served for six years. He and Jeanette were small business owners 
for 23 years. The Herberts are the proud parents of six children and 15 grandchildren

INTRODUCTORY SPEAKER

David Patton, PhD
Executive Director of the Utah Department of Health

	 Dr. W. David Patton is Executive Director of the Utah Department of Health, formerly the Deputy Director of 
Operations in the Department. Previously, he was the Director of the Center for Pubic Policy and Administration (CPPA) 
and Research Professor at the University of Utah. Dr. Patton was a special advisor to Governor-elect Jon Huntsman 
Jr.’s Gubernatorial Transition Team and the first Executive Director of the Utah Policy Partnership – the Governor’s 
“Kitchen Cabinet.” He has worked professionally in the private sector and with state and local governments, and has 
work experience ranging from agency management, labor negotiations and policy research and analysis.  Dr. Patton has 
taught at Boise State University and the University of Utah over the past twenty years.

Speaker Biographies
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Conference Schedule, Thursday, Sept. 26

opening session
Welcome and introduction: Dr. David Patton, PhD, MPA, Executive Director, Utah Department of Health

Medicaid Expansion Discussions in Neighboring States
Panel Moderator: Rep. Ronda Menlove

Discussion of Expansion Decisions: Legislators and Officials from Neighboring States

The U.S. Supreme Court’s 2012 ruling on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) left states with the option of 
expanding their Medicaid programs to cover adults who earn up to 138 percent of the federal poverty level.  Each of the six states 

that share a border with Utah has grappled with the decision whether or not to expand its Medicaid program.  Legislators and 
policy makers from these states will discuss the major considerations their states took into account when making their decisions.

wrap up

check-in and Continental Breakfast

Lunch

keynote address
Governor Gary R. Herbert

Medicaid Expansion Options Community Workgroup
Review of Workgroup Purpose and Charge: Dr. David Patton

Presentation of Options: Subgroup Leads

Since the Supreme Court’s ruling on the ACA, the federal government has shown some flexibility in allowing states to expand 
Medicaid in a manner that best suits their unique situations.  Governor Herbert tasked the Medicaid Expansion Options Community 

Workgroup with developing a menu of options to address Utah’s unique opportunities and challenges.  During this session, 
members of the Workgroup will present analysis of a variety of options regarding Medicaid expansion.

Utah Health Innovation Plan
Panel Moderator: Lt. Governor Greg Bell

Presentation on State Innovation Models Workgroup Results: Workgroup Chairs
Questions from the Audience

The Utah Department of Health, funded in part by the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation, has completed a planning 
process to design new payment and service delivery models aimed at broad system transformation of Utah’s health care system.  
The progress of this planning effort will be described and discussed by the chairs of five major work groups of health information 

technology, health work force, prevention and wellness, payment reform and health care quality and safety.

Innovation Speaker: Jason Hwang, MD 
Coauthor of the Innovator’s Prescription with Clayton Christensen

Dr. Hwang has conducted ground-breaking research into disruptive innovation, or improvement to services in ways the market 
does not expect.  He will give comprehensive analysis of strategies that will improve health care and make it affordable. He offers 

insight into Utah’s efforts to improve our health care systems, as we look for the right ways to deliver better quality care 
at a lower cost. 

4:00 p.m.

7:30 a.m.

12:15 p.m.

8:30 a.m. 

8:35 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. 

2:15 p.m. 

1:00 p.m.

break

break
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Panel #1 Discussion Biographies (Medicaid Expansion Discussions in Neighboring States, 9:15 a.m. )

Debbie Smith 
Nevada
Senator Smith serves as the Assistant Majority Leader and chairman of the Senate 
Finance Committee. In 2013, she was elected president-elect of the National Conference 
of State Legislatures (NCSL) and will assume the presidency in 2014.  She is the first 
Nevada legislator to serve as an officer for the largest organization representing state 
legislatures.  

Elaine Harvey
Wyoming
Representative Harvey is the Chairman of the House Labor, Health and Social Services Com-
mittee, Co-Chairman of the Health Insurance Exchange Select Committee, Chairman of the 
Council of State Governments-West Health Committee, Vice Chair of the National Conference 
of State Legislatures (NCSL) Health & Human Services Committee and a member of the 
NCSL ACA Implementation Task Force. 

Steve Pierce
Arizona
Senator Pierce served as Senate President during the 2012 Legislative Session. He is the 
immediate Past President and now serves as Chairman of Natural Resources and Rural Affairs 
Committee. He also serves as Vice-chair of the Transportation Committee, and serves as a 
member of the Judiciary Committee.

Vito Barbieri
Idaho
Born in Texas, Representative Barbieri received a Juris Doctorate from Western State 
University. He moved to Dalton Gardens, Idaho in 2004. He is now serving as the Vice 
Chair at Open Arms Pregnancy Care Center and Real Choices Clinic in Coeur d’Alene. He 
and his wife Joy have three home schooled children.

Susan E. Birch 
Colorado 
As Executive Director, Sue oversees the operations and strategic direction of the Depart-
ment of Health Care Policy and Financing. The Department has a budget of more than 
$6 billion and is the single state agency administering Colorado Medicaid and the Child 
Health Plan Plus Program. 

Mimi Stewart
New Mexico
Raised in the Southwest and educated in Massachusetts, Representative Stewart has 
been active in New Mexico politics since 1978. She has been a State Representative for 
District 21 since 1995, is currently the Chair of the House Education Committee, and 
serves on House Judiciary. Previous to chairing the Education Committee, she chaired 
the Health and Government Committee for 8 years and helped secure a health insurance 
exchange to implement the Affordable Care Act in New Mexico.

Panel Moderator

Ronda Menlove
Representative Ronda Rudd 
Menlove has served for nine years 
as a member of the Utah House 
of Representatives representing 
Box Elder, Tooele, and Cache 
Counties. She is the House Chair of 
the Social Services Appropriations 
Subcommittee and serves on 
the Health and Human Services, 

Economic Development and Workforce Services, and 
Ethics Standing Committees.

Representative Menlove is a Senior Vice Provost and 
Associate Professor in Special Education at Utah State 
University (USU). She also worked as a public school 
administrator and teacher.
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Panel #2 Discussion Biographies (Medicaid Expansion Options Workgroup, 10:45 a.m.) 

Rod Betit
Utah Hospital Association
Rod has over 35 years of human services and healthcare experience. He has
successfully managed several large government organizations and state hospital
associations. During his career he has served under four Governors in Utah and Alaska,
and overseen the hospital associations in both states.

Matt Slonaker
Utah Health Policy Project

Matt was born, raised and educated in the Rocky Mountains. He attended the University of 
Montana, studying Political Science and Economics. He joined Governor Brian Schweitzer’s 
budget team in Helena. He also worked for the Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max 
Baucus. He works on the Affordable Care Act and the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act. 

David Entwhistle
University of Utah
David is the Chief Executive Officer for University of Utah Hospitals and Clinics.  He has 
been with UUHC since February 2007. His primary duties include oversight of all Hospitals 
and Clinics operations. UUHC is an academic medical center comprising the University 
Medical Center, Huntsman Cancer Hospital, Orthopaedic Hospital, John A. Moran Eye 
Center, and the Neuropsychiatric Institute.

Todd Weiler
Utah State Senate

Senator Weiler represents District 23 (Bountiful area) in the Utah Senate. He is a 1996 
graduate of the J. Reuben Clark School of Law and also has a Business Degree from 
BYU.  His committee assignments in the Utah Legislature include the Health and Human 
Services Interim Committee and the Social Services Appropriation Sub-Committee. 

Stan Rasmussen
Sutherland Institute
Stan directs Sutherland legislative efforts on Utah’s Capitol Hill and coordinates the Institute’s 
interactions with the Governor’s office and other state and local leaders. A conservative public 
policy organization committed to shaping Utah law and policy on the basis of a core set of 
governing principles, Sutherland Institute works to protect the cause of freedom, construc-
tively influence Utah’s decision makers, and promote responsible citizenship.

Chad Westover
Molina
Chad has been the President of Molina Healthcare of Utah, Inc. at Molina Healthcare, Inc. 
since January 2013. He is responsible for the health plan operations in Utah, as well as 
the implementation and execution of all strategic initiatives. He is also responsible for the 
plan’s financial efficiency, regulatory compliance and NCQA excellence. 

Pamela Atkinson
Community Advocate

Pamela was appointed to the State Board of Regents for ten years. She has also served on the 
State Board of Education and the Utah College of Applied Technology Board. She now serves 
on the State Homeless Coordinating Committee, Envision Utah, BMW Bank of North America 
Board and the Alliance for Unity Board.  She also works with Governor Herbert as an advisor on 
policy and planning.

Panel Moderator

David Patton, PhD
Dr. W. David Patton is Executive Direc-
tor of the Utah Department of Health, 
formerly the Deputy Director of Opera-
tions in the Department. Previously, 
he was the Director of the Center 
for Pubic Policy and Administration 
(CPPA) and Research Professor at 
the University of Utah. Dr. Patton was 
a special advisor to Governor-elect 

Jon Huntsman Jr.’s Gubernatorial Transition Team and the 
first Executive Director of the Utah Policy Partnership – the 
Governor’s “Kitchen Cabinet.” He has worked professionally 
in the private sector and with state and local governments, 
and has work experience ranging from agency management, 
labor negotiations and policy research and analysis.  Dr. Pat-
ton has taught at Boise State University and the University of 
Utah over the past twenty years.
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Panel #3 Discussion Biographies (Utah Health Innovation Plan, 2:15 p.m.)

Mark Munger
University of Utah

Dr. Munger graduated from Oregon State University with a B.S. in Pharmacy, received his 
Pharm.D. from the University of Illinois, and completed a Clinical Cardiovascular Pharmacol-
ogy Research Fellowship from Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine in Cleve-
land, Ohio.  He is currently a Professor of Pharmacotherapy and Adjunct Professor of Internal 
Medicine at the University of Utah.  He is the author of 175 manuscripts and abstracts in 
human cardiovascular physiology and pharmacology, and in professional pharmacy matters.

Greg Jones
Harmons
Greg graduated from the University of Utah College of Pharmacy in 1995.  He completed 
an MBA at the University of Phoenix in 1997.  He has been employed with Harmons since 
1992, where he has worked as a pharmacy intern, staff pharmacist, pharmacy manager, 
Sales Director of Harmons Healthy Living Solutions departments, and since 2001 as the 
Director of Pharmacy.   

Vivian Lee
University of Utah 
As the head of the University of Utah Health Sciences, Dr. Lee is proud to lead one of the 
country’s foremost academic health systems and world-renown medical teaching and 
research centers. Her top priorities include leveraging the School of Medicine’s world-class 
human genetics program to become a leading center in personalized health care.

Victoria Wilkins
University of Utah

Dr. Wilkins completed her BS and her medical degree at University of California, Davis. She 
received a Master in Public Health degree at University of California, Berkeley. She is board 
certified in pediatrics and completed a fellowship in General Academic Pediatrics at the 
University of Washington.She joined the Division of Hospital Medicine at the University of 
Utah in 2010. 

Linda Hoffman
Intermountain Healthcare
Linda has worked in hospitals and healthcare systems for over 30 years, making significant 
contributions to patient care through practice at the bedside as an ICU nurse, and then suc-
cessively in management and leadership positions in nursing and hospital operations . In addi-
tion Linda has taught nursing at the baccalaureate and masters level for most of her career. 

Chet Loftis
PEHP 
Director of PEHP since May 2011, Chet brings a wealth of experience in healthcare, government, 
and the private sector together with a broad skill set in law, public policy, and management. He 
has worked for all three branches of state government. He received his B.S. degree, MPA, and law 
degree, with honors, from BYU.

George Myers
Zions Bank
George is the Executive Vice President of Human Resources for Zions Bank.  At Zions, 
He is responsible for areas such as talent acquisition, career development, wellness, 
employee engagement, compensation, and ethics.  Active in the community, he volunteers 
with several community organizations including: The Employers Council, People Helping 
People, and Utah Diversity Connections. 

Jim Dunnigan
State of Utah - House of Representatives
Representative Dunnigan currently serves as Speaker Pro Temp of the Utah House of Rep-
resentatives, Chairman of the Health System Reform Task Force as well as the Chairman 
of the Business & Labor Committee, a member of the Political Subdivisions Committee, 
and a member of the Business, Economic Development and Labor Appropriations Com-
mittee. He has served in the Utah House of Representatives since 2003.

Panel Moderator

Lt. Gov. Greg Bell
Greg Bell has served as the Lieuten-
ant Governor of Utah since 2009. He 
formerly represented Davis County 
and was a member of leadership in 
the Utah State Senate. Lieutenant 
Governor Bell is a past mayor and 
city councilman of Farmington and 
was chair of Envision Utah.

As an attorney he specialized in real 
estate. He and his wife, JoLynn, reside in Fruit Heights, 
Utah.  They are the parents of six children and 20 grandchil-
dren.

Sharon Donnelly
HealthInsight
Sharon Donnelly, MS is the Senior 
Vice President, Corporate Strategy at 
HealthInsight, with experience in strategic 
planning as well as developing, acquiring 
funding for, facilitating, and evaluat-
ing collaborative efforts in healthcare 
improvement. 
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HealthInsight

Healthy U

Iasis Healthcare

Intermountain Healthcare

MountainStar Healthcare

Premier Access Dental & Vision

Selecthealth

University of Utah

Utah Hospital Association

To find a health center near you visit www.auch.org

Comprehensive Primary and Preventive Care
30 Health Center Locations Throughout Utah

Medicaid, Medicare, and Most Insurance Plans 
Accepted, Sliding-Fee Services for Uninsured

Molina Healthcare, a FORTUNE 500 company, has grown into 
one of the leaders in providing quality healthcare for financially 
vulnerable individuals and families. Currently, Molina Healthcare 
arranges for the delivery of healthcare services or offers health 
information management solutions for nearly 4.3 million individu-
als and families who receive their care through Medicaid, Medicare 
and other government funded programs in 15 states.

Molina Healthcare opened its doors in Utah in 1997 and we have 
remained committed to the community since then by serving the 
underserved populations here. Today, we serve approximately 
87,000 Utahans, delivering excellent, quality care through pro-
grams such as Medicaid, CHIP, and Medicare. As a Medicaid and 
Medicare company, we understand these populations so we develop 
innovative programs and services to best meet their needs in 
achieving optimum care.

www.molinahealthcare.com

Sponsored in part by a grant from the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation
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